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Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed on November 18, 2008. 
Claims 53-74 have been amended. Claims 79-100 have been canceled. Claims 
23-26, 49-52, 75-78 and 101-104 have been withdrawn. The applicant is 
requested to cancel the withdrawn claims. Claims 1-78 and 101-104 are pending. 

Specification 

2. The amendment filed on November 18, 2008 is objected to under 35 
U.S.C. 132(a) because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 
U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall introduce new matter into the 
disclosure of the invention. The added material which is not supported by the 
original disclosure is as follows: Fig. 9B, 9C and relevant description are new 
matter. These were not part of the original disclosure. Applicant is required to 
cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the 
claimed limitation "an accept unit accepting a setting request of a forward 
destination address corresponding to a receipt address of the E-mail" "a 
confirming unit executing a confirmation of a validity of the forward destination 
address" "a command unit issuing a command of confirming a validity of the 
forward destination address" "a sending unit sending a test mail to the forward 
destination address" "a receiving unit receiving a response to the test mail" 
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"confirming unit commands said sending unit to send the test mail and confirms a 
response via said receiving unit" "a forward destination registering unit registering 
the forward destination address if the confirmation proved successful; and a 
forward control unit forwarding the E-mail, wherein said forward control unit, 
where the forward destination address corresponding to the receipt address is 
registered in said forward destination registering unit, forwards the received E- 
mail addressed to this receipt address to the forward destination address" 
"forward destination registering unit registers a forward destination address 
unconditionally in response to said setting request for setting the forward 
destination address that is with in a predetermined range, and registers a forward 
destination address with respect to which the confirmation by said confirming unit 
proved successful in response to said setting request for setting the forward 
destination address that is beyond the predetermined range" "a notifying unit 
notifying that a permission of forwarding to the forward destination address with 
respect to which the confirmation proved unsuccessful, can not be given" must 
be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not 
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be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-22, 27-48, 53-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by IwaZaki (U.S. Patent Number 6,457,044) hereinafter referred as 
IwaZaki. 
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IwaZaki teaches the invention as claimed including an electronic-mail 
address and communication condition information associated with the address 
are stored in an address book in correspondence with each other. If a destination 
address is registered in the address book, before image transmission, a CPU 
receives communication condition information corresponding to the destination 
address through an address book management section and determines the 
transmission mode on the basis of the communication condition information 
(abstract). 

As to claim 1 , IwaZaki teaches 1 . An E-mail management system for 
managing a forward destination of an E-mail, comprising: 

an accept unit accepting a setting request of a forward destination address 
corresponding to a receipt address of the E-mail (Column 5, lines 41-61, IwaZaki 
discloses setting destination address corresponding receipt address); and 

a confirming unit executing a confirmation of a validity of the forward 
destination address (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, IwaZaki discloses 
confirming validity of destination address). 

As to claim 2, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a sending unit sending a test mail to the forward destination address 
(Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15); 
and 
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a receiving unit receiving a response to the test mail, wherein said 
confirming unit commands said sending unit to send the test mail and confirms a 
response via said receiving unit (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20). 

As to claim 3, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a communication unit communicating with a 
sending device sending a test mail to the forward destination and a receiving 
device receiving a response to the test mail, wherein said confirming unit 
commands said sending device to send the test mail via said communication unit 
and confirms the response received by said receiving device via said 
communication unit (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62- 
Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 4, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising: a forward destination registering unit registering 
the forward destination address if the confirmation proved successful; and a 
forward control unit forwarding the E-mail, wherein said forward control unit, 
where the forward destination address corresponding to the receipt address is 
registered in said forward destination registering unit, forwards the received E- 
mail addressed to this receipt address to the forward destination address 
(abstract, Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, 
lines 15). 

As to claim 5, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a communication unit communicating with a mail 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,194 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2455 

server which registers the forward destination address corresponding to the 
receipt address of the E-mail, and forwards the received E-mail addressed to this 
receipt address to the forward destination address, wherein said confirming unit 
commands if the confirmation proved successful, said mail server to register the 
forward destination address corresponding to the receipt address via said 
communication unit (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62- 
Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 6, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 2, wherein said confirming unit confirms whether or not the response is 
transmitted from the receipt address (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, 
Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 7, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said confirming unit issues a command of sending test mails 
respectively to the receipt address and the forward destination address, and 
confirms responses to these two test mails (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 
20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 8, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 4, wherein said forward destination registering unit registers a forward 
destination address unconditionally in response to said setting request for setting 
the forward destination address that is with in a predetermined range, and 
registers a forward destination address with respect to which the confirmation by 
said confirming unit proved successful in response to said setting request for 
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setting the forward destination address that is beyond the predetermined range 
(Column 5, lines 39-Coumn 6, lines 7). 

As to claim 9, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a notifying unit notifying that a permission of 
forwarding to the forward destination address with respect to which the 
confirmation proved unsuccessful, can not be given (Column 7, lines 61-63). 

As to claim 10, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 4, wherein said confirming unit confirms a validity of the already- 
registered forward destination address after a predetermined period of time has 
elapsed since the registration thereof, and said forward control unit suspends 
forwarding to the forward destination address till the confirmation proves 
successful after the elapse of the predetermined period of time (Column 5, lines 
62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 1 1 , IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 5, wherein said communication unit receives a request for confirming the 
already-registered forward destination address from said mail server, and said 
confirming unit confirms the validity of this forward destination address (Column 
6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 12, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising an information providing unit disclosing a step of 
the response to a test mail, to a user who is within a predetermined range, 
wherein said confirming unit confirms whether or not the response conforms with 
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the response step (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62- 
Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 13, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said confirming unit confirms whether the response contains 
a predetermined data string or not (Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 14, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system 
cooperating with a mail server which registers a forward destination address 
corresponding to a receipt address of an E-mail and forwards the received E-mail 
addressed to this receipt address to the forward destination address, said system 
comprising: 

an accept unit accepting a setting request of a forward destination address 
corresponding to a receipt address of the E-mail (Column 5, lines 41-61); and 

a command unit issuing a command of confirming a validity of the forward 
destination address (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20). 

As to claim 15, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 14, further comprising a sending unit sending a test mail to the forward 
destination, wherein said command unit commands said sending unit to send a 
test mail and has a validity of the forward destination address confirmed by a 
response to the test mail, to said mail server from the receipt address (Column 5, 
lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 16, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 14, further comprising a communication unit communicating with a 
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sending device sending a test mail to the forward destination, wherein said 
command unit commands said sending device to send the test mail to the 
forward destination address via said communication unit and has the validity of 
the forward destination address confirmed by a response to the test mail, to said 
mail server from the receipt address (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, 
Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 17, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 16, wherein said sending device is said mail server (Column 1, lines 65- 
Column 2, lines 3). 

As to claim 18, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 14, wherein said command unit issues a command of sending test mails 
respectively to the receipt address and the forward destination address, and 
makes said mail server confirm the validity of responses to these two test mails 
(Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 19, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 16, wherein said communication unit receives a request for confirming 
the already-registered forward destination address from said mail server, and 
said command unit issues the command of confirming the validity of this forward 
destination address (Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62- 
Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 20, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 14, further comprising an information disclosure unit disclosing a step of 
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the response to a test mail, to a user who is within a predetermined range 
(Column 5, lines 62-Column 6, lines 20, Column 6, lines 62-Column 7, lines 15). 

As to claim 21, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said accept unit accepts the setting request by receiving the 
E-mail in a predetermined format at a predetermined address (Column 5, lines 
62-Column 6, lines 20). 

As to claim 22, IwaZaki teaches an E-mail management system according 
to claim 14, wherein said accept unit accepts the setting request by receiving the 
E-mail in a predetermined format at a predetermined address (Column 5, lines 
62-Column 6, lines 20). 

Claims 27-48 and 53-74 do not teach or define any new limitations other 
than above claims 1-22. Therefore, claims 27-48 and 53-74 are rejected for 
similar reasons. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

In the remarks the applicant argues in substance that; A) IwaZaki does not 
teach the claim limitation "executing a confirmation of validity of the forward 
destination address". 

In response to A) The applicant is reminded that the claim limitation must 
be given their reasonable broadest interpretation. The claim language merely 
recites executing a confirmation of a validity of the forward destination address. It 
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fails to define or provide any details (i.e. how the confirmation and validation is 
performed). IwaZaki teaches verifying if the destination address is registered and 
upon verification sending result notification (see Column 6, lines 63-Column 7, 
lines 15, Fig. 7). The examiner is broadly interpreting this to be "executing a 
confirmation of validity of the forward destination address". Therefore, the 
IwaZaki's teaching of verifying if the destination address is registered and upon 
verification sending result notification meets the claimed limitation. 
Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 

presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.Qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2455 

/saleh najjar/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



